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Von CarolineB. Cooney : A Friend at Midnight before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised A Friend at Midnight:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooBlended families, a deadbeat dad, religion, sibling rivalry, abandonment. These
areall issuesthat Caroline B. Cooney tackles, quite deftly, in A FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT.When eight-year-old

Michael decidesto go live with his father, it's astrain on the entire family. His mother pretends as if it's not happening.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001DOHZB4

His stepfather, Kells, attempts to placate his wife. His oldest sister, Reb, doesn't have alot of timeto deal withit, as
she's preparing to leave for college. His baby half-brother, Nathaniel, doesn't understand what it means until after the
fact. And hisfifteen-year-old sister, Lily, knows that it's destined to end badly.And badly it does end, when dear old
dad drops Michael off, alone, without any money, luggage, or a plane ticket, at the airport to go back to his mother. In
his father'swords: "Y ou're not the son | had in mind." What happens next involves a|...]-obtained credit card, a
teenager and atoddler on an airplane, a brush with airport security, and a quick trip back home -- al before Mom and
Kells arrive back home after dropping Reb off at college. The next year isfilled with changes, for everyone, but
especially for Michael and Lily. Younger brother has promised older sister to absolute secrecy, and Lily's finding it
harder and harder to keep the matter quiet. No one else knows how horrible their father is; no one knows the terrible
thing he did to his youngest child. But Michael refusesto tell the truth; in fact, Michael refusesto hold a grudge
against the fathers he loves so much, even though everyone sees that Michael is not the same since he's returned
home.When things come to a boiling point, it will be up to Michael to let the truth be known. It will aso be up to the
entire family to deal with the resulting fall-out, and with learning what it means to forgive -- and, even more, what it
means to really be "afriend at midnight."Ms. Cooney has written another emotional winner that will have you glued to
the pages until the end. Thisis asad, heartbreaking tale that still manages to be uplifting, and everyone will find
something in it that they can relate to.Reviewed by: Jennifer Wardrip, aka"The Genius'

KurzbeschreibungLily has settled into life in Connecticut after her parent's divorce but it's been harder on her eight-
year-old brother Michael. After their mother remarries, her brother chooses to go live with his father in Washington,
D.C., until the day he calls home from the Baltimore-Washington Airport where his father has abandoned him.Lily is
home babysitting her baby stepbrother when she answers the phone. She has no idea the extent to which her faith in
God will betested. There is no choice for Lily. She will rescue Michael, but will she be able to rescue herself from the
bitterness and anger she feels?From the Hardcover edition.From BooklistReaders who seek out Cooney's novels for
their clever, suspenseful scenarios--asin The Face on the Milk Carton (1990)and its sequels--may be surprised to find
that, in her latest, the expected thrills move into an exploration of Christian forgiveness. The book's first section
plunges readers into the action: an 8-year-old is abandoned at an airport by his self-absorbed, negligent father, and his
15-year-old sister, Lily, makes a secret airplane journey to retrieve him. The toll that her father's cruelty takes on Lily
unfolds in the book's two remaining sections, in which Cooney writes movingly about the dynamics of divorce, the
hate that "occupied [Lily] like an army," and the sense of cosmic resentment that shakes her relationship with God.
Though the psychological and spiritual themes may lose some readers, the promise of aresolution to Lily's anguish
will pull at readers (non-Christians included) to the end, where meaty questions about God's obligation to believers,
and vice versa, make the book anatural choice for youth ministers to share with teens. Jennifer MattsonCopyright
American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom School Library Journal Grade 6-8In this novel's gripping first
scene, eight-year-old Michael Rosetti is abandoned by his father at the Baltimore airport, his hopes of living with his
dad after his mother's remarriage dashed by the man's self-centeredness and irresponsibility. Placing a collect call to
his 15-year-old sister, Lily, Michael waits until she and their baby half brother fly from New Y ork City to get him and
return before their mother and stepfather get back from taking their older sister, Reb, to college. Michael swears Lily
to secrecy, and Cooney uses thisimplausible scenario to tell the story of the teenager's growing fury at her father's
callousness and its personality-changing effect on her brother. Throughout the book, Lily grapples with her difficulty
in reconciling the Christian beliefs and ethics she learns at church and her inability to forgive her father. When Reb
returns from college and announces her impending marriage, planning to have her father walk her down the aisle, the
story of his cruelty to Michael finally comes out. It istheir quiet, forbearing stepfather who comes up with away to
avoid a confrontation between Lily and her father while preserving Reb's and Michael's loyalty to him, however
misguided. Despite many flaws, the story is engrossing and the resolution satisfying. Cooney is somewhat heavy-
handed in her criticism of school-system counseling, but she manages to avoid religious platitudes, grounding the story
in ateenager's conflict with applying her beliefs to adifficult family reality.Marie Orlando, Suffolk Cooperative
Library System, Bellport, NY Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.



