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Von Jim Whittaker : A Life on the Edge: Memoirs of Everest and Beyond  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Life on the Edge: Memoirs of Everest and Beyond: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Interesting and well written bookVon Ein KundeJim Whittaker is famous as the first American to summit Mount 
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Everest. This book provides intriguing insights into the motivation and character of Jim, who has taken full advantage 
of the prominence that he acquired through his Everest accomplishments to pursue many causes important to him, 
including the environment, progressive politics and world peace. In addition to an extraordinary career as a 
mountaineer (first American on Everest; leader of expedition which put first Americans on top of K2; leader of Russo-
Sino-American Peace and Environment Expedition to Mount Everest which put teams of Chinese, Russians, and 
Americans together on summit of Mt. Everest), Jim has been successful in business (CEO of Recreational Equipment 
during its period of exponential growth), has been actively involved in politics (as manager of Robert Kennedy's 
Washington and Oregon campaigns and other activities), has known well fascinating people from many venues in life 
(such as the Kennedy family), and has had to deal with failure and betrayal as well as success in life (divorce, 
bankruptcy caused by a dishonest business partner). This book is illuminating because it focuses on larger issues, such 
as the challenges of facing unexpected adversity and the challenge of making a difference with your life. This is much 
more than the story of a mountaineer. I seldom read the biographies of mountaineers and climbers because they are 
much less interesting than descriptions of individual adventures. This book, however, is an exception. I could not put it 
down.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Excellent bookVon Ross CapdevilleI'm a 20 year old 
guy about to graduate from college, and have thus been thinking a lot about the future and how I want to live my life.. 
I just finished reading the book and wrote in my journal about it, which will sum up how I feel about it pretty 
well:Wow... I just finished reading a really good book, a book that has brought together and solidified a lot of the 
things I've been thinking about the past few weeks. The name of the book was "Life on the Edge" by Jim Whittaker, 
the first american to reach the summit of Everest. When Chris and I went to the bookstore for our weekly visit, I was 
looking for an true-life adventure book, but I also wanted something that had a sense of "living" to it as well. I read 
"Into Thin Air" and it was like a drama novel, seeming almost like fiction. "Life on the Edge" hits much closer to 
home, describing the realities of a life well lived.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An 
American legend told from the first person.Von Ein KundeJim Whittaker's book, A Life of the Edge, is an entertaining 
autobiography of the first American to summit Mount Everest. In it, Jim Whittaker talks about the highlights of his life 
with a great sense of humor. Unlike other autobiographies which tend to be dry to read, Mr. Whittaker sprinkles his 
tale with interesting facts and light hearted descriptions of events. Especially interesting is his account of his first 
ascent to the summit of Everest, in the midst of an incredible snow storm and the interesting problem he faced on his 
way down. His accounts are vividly described and would interest any mountain climber or outdoors person.This is a 
great book to read and enjoy. With the sudden re-surgence of interest in Mount Everest, this is not a book to be 
missed. Especially when it is written by the first American to summit Everest. A great book to include in any 
autobiography library!

KurzbeschreibungThere have been many firsts in Jim Whittaker's life. He was the first North American to summit 
Mount Everest. As the first manager and employee, and ultimately the CEO, of fledgling Recreational Equipment, Inc. 
(REI), he guided the company through years of record-setting growth. He guided Bobby Kennedy up the newly named 
Mount Kennedy, helping him to become the first person to summit the Canadian peak. He lead the first and only 
International Peace Climb, which put climbers from the U.S., Russia, and China on the summit of Everest in the name 
of world peace.Contrary to what many people might think, Jim Whittaker's career neither began nor culminated with 
that famous first ascent of Everest. His achievement on Everest and his many successes before and after are, rather, the 
natural outcome of a life driven by a passion for outdoor adventure combined with strong leadership qualities and a 
commitment to making a difference. In A Life on the Edge, readers will discover a true hero -- someone who inspires 
others to seek challenges in their own lives.KurzbeschreibungThere have been many firsts in Jim Whittaker's life. He 
was the first North American to summit Mount Everest. As the first manager and employee, and ultimately the CEO, 
of fledgling Recreational Equipment, Inc. (REI), he guided the company through years of record-setting growth. He 
guided Bobby Kennedy up the newly named Mount Kennedy, helping him to become the first person to summit the 
Canadian peak. He lead the first and only International Peace Climb, which put climbers from the U.S., Russia, and 
China on the summit of Everest in the name of world peace.Contrary to what many people might think, Jim 
Whittaker's career neither began nor culminated with that famous first ascent of Everest. His achievement on Everest 
and his many successes before and after are, rather, the natural outcome of a life driven by a passion for outdoor 
adventure combined with strong leadership qualities and a commitment to making a difference. In A Life on the Edge, 
readers will discover a true hero -- someone who inspires others to seek challenges in their own lives.Synopsis One of 
the twentieth century's great adventurers recounts his life and experiences, from being the first American to reach the 
summit of Mount Everest to sailing around the world with his family. 


