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Von H.L. Mencken : American Language  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised American Language: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Word-
Nerds come find your fodder.Von Jacob BlairWe all knew Mencken was a master of wit, but little did we know that 
his mastery of words could also be introspective to the language itself. As a linguistics major, I found this tome 
extremely interesting. If you want meticulous detail on the historyu and the divergence from the British English, snap 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006LSVAL8


this book up. If you're still not satisfied, hunt around for the appedices he wrote later in his life.

KurzbeschreibungThe American Language, first published in 1919, is H. L. Mencken's book about the English 
language as spoken in the United States.Mencken was inspired by "the argot of the colored waiters" in Washington, as 
well as one of his favorite authors, Mark Twain, and his experiences on the streets of Baltimore. In 1902, Mencken 
remarked on the "queer words which go into the making of 'United States.'" The book was preceded by several 
columns inThe Evening Sun.Mencken eventually asked "Why doesn't some painstaking pundit attempt a grammar of 
the American language... English, that is, as spoken by the great masses of the plain people of this fair land?" It would 
appear that he answered his own question.In the tradition of Noah Webster, who wrote the first American dictionary, 
Mencken wanted to defend "Americanisms" against a steady stream of English critics, who usually isolated 
Americanisms as borderline barbarous perversions of the mother tongue. Mencken assaulted the prescriptive grammar 
of these critics and American "schoolmarms", arguing, like Samuel Johnson in the preface to his dictionary, that 
language evolves independently of textbooks.The book discusses the beginnings of "American" variations from 
"English", the spread of these variations, American names and slang over the course of its 374 pages. According to 
Mencken, American English was more colorful, vivid, and creative than its British counterpart.KurzbeschreibungThe 
American Language, first published in 1919, is H. L. Mencken's book about the English language as spoken in the 
United States.Mencken was inspired by "the argot of the colored waiters" in Washington, as well as one of his favorite 
authors, Mark Twain, and his experiences on the streets of Baltimore. In 1902, Mencken remarked on the "queer 
words which go into the making of 'United States.'" The book was preceded by several columns inThe Evening 
Sun.Mencken eventually asked "Why doesn't some painstaking pundit attempt a grammar of the American language... 
English, that is, as spoken by the great masses of the plain people of this fair land?" It would appear that he answered 
his own question.In the tradition of Noah Webster, who wrote the first American dictionary, Mencken wanted to 
defend "Americanisms" against a steady stream of English critics, who usually isolated Americanisms as borderline 
barbarous perversions of the mother tongue. Mencken assaulted the prescriptive grammar of these critics and 
American "schoolmarms", arguing, like Samuel Johnson in the preface to his dictionary, that language evolves 
independently of textbooks.The book discusses the beginnings of "American" variations from "English", the spread of 
these variations, American names and slang over the course of its 374 pages. According to Mencken, American 
English was more colorful, vivid, and creative than its British counterpart. 


