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Von Micol Ostow : Emily Goldberg Learnsto Salsa before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Emily Goldberg Learnsto Salsa

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadToolt's the summer after her senior year, right before she and her friends split up
for college, and Emily Goldberg has plans. A road trip across the country with her best friends, 1zzy and Adrienne.
Hanging out with her boyfriend, Nate, and maybe figuring out what they're going to do at the end of the summer. But
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whatever else they may have held, her plans definitely hadn't included standing in a hot, crowded funeral homein a
country she'd never been in, at the funeral for a grandmother she'd never met. EMILY GOLDBERG LEARNS TO
SALSA isafunny, heartwarming story about family and roots, and how learning about them can teach you about
yourself.Emily's mother is from Puerto Rico, but she'd |eft for college, met and married Emily's father, and never gone
back. Emily's never met her grandmother, or her many aunts, uncles, and cousins, until she's forced to go down to
Puerto Rico for the funeral. But at least it'sonly for afew days...until her mother has some sort of crisisand Emily is
forced to stay with her.Sharing a bedroom with her mother, stuck in a country where she barely speaks the language,
and living in her ultra-religious Tia Rosa's house with an impossible set of rules, Emily is not looking forward to the
rest of the summer. It doesn't help that her cousin Lucy thinks she's a pampered princess from the mainland, and that
her boyfriend back home isn't returning her calls. But readers will laugh as she's thrust into one uncomfortable
situation after another. Salsa dancing for a girl with two left feet? Cooking with lard? Driving in a country with no
street signs? Emily faces them all, slowly getting dragged out of the safe world she's built for herself and connecting
with the family she'd never known she'd missed.Ostow writes with an authentic teenage voice, in clear and uncluttered
prose. Her descriptions of a country unfamiliar to many of her readers will fascinate and intrigue them. Writing with
respect for a culture different from that of the United Statesisn't easy, but Ostow pullsit off with style, drawing on her
personal experiences. Recommended for readers looking for afun and enjoyable read.Reviewed by: Dena Landon

KurzbeschreibungEmily is a Jewish girl from the suburbs of New Y ork. Her mother has family in Puerto Rico, but
Emily has never had contact with themever. Then Emilys grandmother dies and Emily is forced to go to the Caribbean
for her funeral. Buttoned-up Emily wants nothing to do with her big, noisy Puerto Rican family, until a special person
shows her that one dance can change the beat of your heart.From BooklistWhen high-school senior Emily Goldberg
leaves her New Y ork suburban home to attend her grandmother's funeral in Puerto Rico, it's her first meeting with her
mother's extended family. She has always wondered why Mom didn't return home after she left for college in New
York, or even later, when she married her hippy Jewish boyfriend. Emily staysin Puerto Rico for the summer to help
Mom reconnect with what she left behind, and discovers anew world. Her fast, funny, present-tense narrative is totally
without affectation as she learns about food, music, museums, and the rain forest, gets close to a gorgeous guy, and
tries to overcome the seething hostility of her cousin Lucy (who treats her as "a new strain of toenail fungus"). Without
heavy messages, Ostow draws on her own half-Jewish, half-Puerto Rican roots to tell amoving story that has a solid
plotline and plenty of family secrets--past and present--as it opens up issues of tradition, feminism, friendship, and
loyalty. Hazel RochmanCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom School Library

Journal Grade 710After the death of the grandmother she has never met, Emily, a Jewish teen from a New Y ork City
suburb, spends a life-changing summer in Puerto Rico. Her mother |eft her homeland to attend college in New Y ork
and stayed on to earn a doctorate, marry, and, seemingly, never look back. Now, the girl must sacrifice a precollege
road trip and final weeks with her boyfriend to stay in Puerto Rico while her grieving parent reconnects with her past.
At first, relations are strained between Emily and her relatives; though polite and tactful, she's shy and sometimes
mistaken for "stuck-up," particularly by her cousin Lucy, who treats her like a spoiled, privileged brat. As her mother
comes to grips with her estranged sisters and her loss, Emily learns the truth about their severed ties as well as about
lifein the real Puerto Rico-not the one in "getaway brochures.” When Lucy suspects that sheis pregnant, only her
New Y ork family can help; old-fashioned attitudes and limited options for women are part of her decision to leave the
island, just as her aunt did so many years before. Emily's honest, thoughtful narrative tells this engaging story of
family and culture drawn from the author's own experience.Barbara Auerbach, New Y ork City Public Schools
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