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Von Jon D. Levenson : Esther (1997): A Commentary (The Old Testament Library)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Esther (1997): A Commentary (The Old Testament 
Library): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An 
outstanding academic commentary and translation of EstherVon Ein KundeProfessor Jon D. Levenson of Harvard 
University has written a short and extremely elegant academic commentary on the often misunderstood biblical Book 
of Esther. Levenson provides his own translation (lucid, vivid, and utilizing new linguistic research) along with a 
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commentary which includes the pearls of ancient, medieval, and modern wisdom about Esther. Levenson's own 
insights are fresh and creative, and attempt to steer the open-minded reader towards a truer and broader picture of the 
religious and political outlook of this exciting tale. In his new commentary, Levenson does two things which I found 
particularly helpful. First, he begins by explaining how Jews, Catholics, and Protestants use different versions of the 
Book of Esther. Instead of ignoring any version, Levenson's commentary uses a clever compromise in which all the 
editions are given their due treatment. If you have been exposed to only one of these versions before, you owe it to 
yourself to read this commentary of Esther. Secondly, Levenson approaches Esther with both the textual sensitivity of 
a literary critic and the profound learning of a meticulous Bible scholar. Unlike many commentaries, Levenson is 
aware of nuances of character and theme at the same time as he is treating the linguistic and historical aspects of the 
book. The writing is crystal-clear and unpretentious. Highly endorsed!

KurzbeschreibungThe book of Esther has been preserved in ancient texts that diverge greatly from each other; as a 
result, Jews and Protestants usually read a version which is shorter than that of most Catholic or Orthodox Bibles. Jon 
Levenson capably guides readers through both versions, demonstrating their coherence and their differences.The Old 
Testament Library provides fresh and authoritative treatments of important aspects of Old Testament study through 
commentaries and general surveys. The contributors are scholars of international standing.KurzbeschreibungThe book 
of Esther has been preserved in ancient texts that diverge greatly from each other; as a result, Jews and Protestants 
usually read a version which is shorter than that of most Catholic or Orthodox Bibles. Jon Levenson capably guides 
readers through both versions, demonstrating their coherence and their differences.The Old Testament Library 
provides fresh and authoritative treatments of important aspects of Old Testament study through commentaries and 
general surveys. The contributors are scholars of international standing.BuchrckseiteAmong the books of the Old 
Testament, the book of Esther presents significant interpretive problems. The book has been preserved in Greek and 
Hebrew texts that diverge greatly from each other. As a result, Jews and Protestants usually read a version of the book 
of Esther that is several chapters shorter than the one in most Catholic and Orthodox Bibles. Jon D. Levenson capably 
guides the reader through both the longer Greek version and the shorter Hebrew one, demonstrating their coherence 
and their differences.This commentary listens to the voices of modern scholarship as well as rabbinic interpretation, 
providing a wealth of interpretive results. 


