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Von Edith Wharton : Ethan Frome (Enriched Classics) (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ethan Frome (Enriched Classics) (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Seemingly simple but very good.Von Nicole MuellerIn Ethan Frome not really much happens, it is not a story with 
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different angles or strands but what it says makes that all up. Ethan is a guy with dreams but can not break out of his 
trot to do what he really wants. He seems to be unable to take really action and to go after the things he want. 
Responsibilities hold him back and the disability to rise over his wife and demand his wishes. The only time he breaks 
out with his wife's cousin on the sleigh, it is turning out that he is not changing but more fleeing when he is provoking 
the accident, which is not killing him and the cousin but crippling them, forcing them to stay at the lonely farm 
forever, which is the cruelest that could have happened. I think it is really evoking desperation. The thought never to 
get what one wants and being remembered permanently why and that it is not possible to ever break the circle, must be 
horrible. I can only recommend this novel, it is really worth a read, and a fast one.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. A great American classicVon HORAKEthan Frome is a farmer in Starkfield, Massachusetts, at 
the beginning of the 20th century. He is unhappily married to Zenobia (Zeena), a suspicious, hypochondriac, bitter, 
narrow-minded, ignorant and discontented woman. He is strongly attracted to Zeena's cousin Mattie Silver who shares 
their household and is entrusted with all the chores which Zeena refuses to do. Ethan's tragic fate begins when Zeena 
peremptorily decides that they need a "hired girl" which would of course imply Mattie's departure since the Fromes 
don't have the means to employ two girls.A novel of great intensity with its slow developing tragedy and characters 
plunging towards their destiny. The author's masterful economy of language vividly renders the oppressive "silent 
ache" that permanently hinders communication between Ethan and Zeena. The vision of the three main characters is 
done in an almost cinematic way as they are trapped indoors in the severe Massachusetts winter. The narrative pattern 
is original too since the whole plot is told by an unnamed narrator who met the taciturn Ethan many years after the 
events he is about to tell us. The reader has moments of doubt when the narrator tells a story in all details and long 
passages of dialogue he could not possibly have known or heard during his meeting with Ethan. But Edith Wharton's 
extraordinary craft makes the story break away from the contingencies of the frame and it comes to moving life for the 
reader. A superb novel, one of the finest and most intense narratives in the history of American literature.0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. why on the curriculum?Von Bruce KendallI have to admit, I found 
this book a slow go when I had to read it as a Freshman in prep-school. But the fact that it was set in New England and 
that it dealt with a depressing winter landscape and a remorseless cast of characters, such as I was then encountering 
made it unbelievably relevant at the time. I can relate, however, to the preponderance of young readers at this site who 
have expressed their displeasure at having to read it. I would not wish this vision on a young audience unless I were 
trying to impress them with the bleakness of a snow-bound, New England existence circa 1900. This is a pretty 
unrelenting picture of the region, outdoing Frost or Hawthorne or even H.P. Lovecraft for that matter. The sledding 
scene is probably one of the most famous set-ups in modern literature. Wharton is definitely at her most masterly here. 
She was an exceptional writer. The question remains, what is the authorial voice saying in terms of adressing the 
existential questions raised here? Even the bitterest denunciations of cosmic forces have some kind of address of reply 
from 20th century authors. What is Wharton's here? There is very little mirth in this house.

KurzbeschreibungEnriched Classics offer readers accessible editions of great works of literature enhanced by helpful 
notes and commentary. Each book includes educational tools alongside the text, enabling students and readers alike to 
gain a deeper and more developed understanding of the writer and their work.An entrancing but sad story of a poverty-
stricken Massachusetts farmer caught in a loveless marriage. The main characters are Ethan Frome, his wife Zenobia, 
called Zeena, and her young cousin Mattie Silver. Frome and Zeena marry after she nurses his mother in her last 
illness. Although Frome seems ambitious and intelligent, Zeena holds him back. When her young cousin Mattie comes 
to stay on their New England farm, Frome falls in love with her. But the social conventions of the day doom their love 
and their hopes. Ethans love for his young cousin leads to one day of explosive emotions with tragic consequences. 
The story forcefully conveys Whartons abhorrence of societys unbending standards of loyalty. Enriched Classics 
enhance your engagement by introducing and explaining the historical and cultural significance of the work, the 
authors personal history, and what impact this book had on subsequent scholarship. Each book includes discussion 
questions that help clarify and reinforce major themes and reading recommendations for further research. Read with 
confidence.PressestimmenEdith Wharton is unique in the intimacy and sureness, not to mention the virile and satiric 
tone, with which she investigates this narrow and declining society TLS Wharton's prose, with its menacing images of 
death and darkness, is superb. First published in 1911, it remains a hauntingly stark masterpiece IRISH 
TIMESWerbetextNovel by Pulitzer prize winning author of THE AGE OF INNOCENCE 


