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Von Diana R. Garland : Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Family 
Ministry: A Comprehensive GuideVon janis grimes neeceDiana Garland's newest book is a truly authoritative study of 
family ministry that will no doubt become required reading in seminary classes throughout the country. Dr. Garland is 
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an intellectually stimulating writer who still manages to pepper this work with personal stories that give life to the 
scholarship. She lays a thorough groundwork for understaning families today as well as a foundation for understanding 
families from a Biblical perspective. She explains the history of the family ministry movement and tells why it must 
do more than simply "church-ify" the language and practices of mental health professionals. Most importantly for 
practitioners, she dedicates 10 chapters to the practice of family ministry. These chapters are full of creative and 
practical ideas to minister to families and to help families minister to others. In fact, families ministering together is a 
theme played throughout the book and is one that runs counter to much of our age-graded programming in churches. 
Dr. Garland is director of graduate social work education at Baylor and editor of a professional journal on family 
ministry. Her newest book will be an invaluable resource for all of us who work in this area.

KurzbeschreibungVoted a 2000 Book of the Year by the Academy of Parish Clergy!In today's fragmented and frenetic 
world, families face all kinds of pressures. Accordingly, those ministering with families need a multifaceted, well-
informed sense of both the Christian purpose of family and the complex world our families inhabit. Writing out of 
years of experience in the church and academy, Diana Garland here offers just such a broad and comprehensive 
introduction to this crucially important subject.Family Ministry begins with several chapters placing the family in its 
modern context, then considers the history of families and their interaction with the church. Having thoroughly 
contextualized the family and its concerns as they are now understood, Garland dedicates three chapters to biblical 
understandings of the family. The remaining ten chapters of her book are devoted to the practice of family ministry, 
including guidance on promoting strong families and dealing with crises such as divorce and spousal abuse.All this, 
based on careful research and seasoned reflection, makes Family Ministry not only a key text for students of family 
ministry but also an indispensable guide and resource for pastors and those in the helping 
professions.KurzbeschreibungVoted a 2000 Book of the Year by the Academy of Parish Clergy!In today's fragmented 
and frenetic world, families face all kinds of pressures. Accordingly, those ministering with families need a 
multifaceted, well-informed sense of both the Christian purpose of family and the complex world our families inhabit. 
Writing out of years of experience in the church and academy, Diana Garland here offers just such a broad and 
comprehensive introduction to this crucially important subject.Family Ministry begins with several chapters placing 
the family in its modern context, then considers the history of families and their interaction with the church. Having 
thoroughly contextualized the family and its concerns as they are now understood, Garland dedicates three chapters to 
biblical understandings of the family. The remaining ten chapters of her book are devoted to the practice of family 
ministry, including guidance on promoting strong families and dealing with crises such as divorce and spousal 
abuse.All this, based on careful research and seasoned reflection, makes Family Ministry not only a key text for 
students of family ministry but also an indispensable guide and resource for pastors and those in the helping 
professions.Der Verlag ber das BuchTHE authoritative reference work on ministry to families.In today's fragmented 
and frenetic world, families face all kinds of pressures. Accordingly, those ministering with families need a 
multifaceted, well-informed sense of both the Christian purpose of family and the complex world our families inhabit. 
Writing out of years of experience in the church and the academy, Diana Garland here offers just such a broad and 
comprehensive introduction to this crucially important subject.Family Ministry begins with several chapters placing 
the family in its modern context, then considers the history of families and their interaction with the church. Having 
thoroughly contextualized the family and its concerns as they are now understood, Garland dedicates three chapters to 
biblical understandings of the family. The remaining ten chapters of her book are devoted to the practice of family 
ministry, including guidance on promote strong families and how to deal with crises such as divorce and spousal 
abuse.All this, based on careful research and seasoned reflection, makes Family Ministry not only a key text for 
students of family ministry but an indispensable guide and resource for pastors and those in the helping 
professions.Diana R. Garland is director of graduate social work education at Baylor University. A longtime leader in 
the study of family ministry, she is editor of the journal Family Ministry: Empowering Through Faith. Her books 
include Beyond Companionship: Christians in Marriage, coauthored with David Garland."Dr. Diana Garland has 
written the finest work available in family ministry. She graciously shares her wisdom in a way that helps us all 
respect the dignity and strengths at work in families and the church. She moves us through the preoccupation with the 
family as 'problem' and into what it means to be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ." J. Bradley Wigger, Director, 
Center for Congregations and Family Ministries, Louisville Seminary"Diana Garland's Family Ministry is a 'must 
have' book for family ministers--and for all who minister in congregations. The section on assessing the needs for 
family ministry contains great practical advice on the details of how to find out what ministry is needed in 
congregation and community and also contains great wisdom about how to use the assessment process to build support 
for new ministries in the congregation. She gives insight on how to revision every aspect of church life from a family 
ministry perspective--worship, care, education, even administration--and she helps us see how we can empower 
families-in-ministry as well as a ministry to families." Ian Evison, The Alban Institute"A comprehensive and well-



written work that defines the field of family ministry. Name any facet of family ministry, and you will find it discussed 
in this book. An outstanding achievement. Typical of the detail is the informative presentation of family history and 
the straightforward treatment of divorce." Merton P. Strommen, Ph.D., Founder of Search Institute, Minneapolis, and 
Founder of the Youth and Family Institute of Augsburg College"Dr. Garland's work is both comprehensive and 
practical. This is a book the field of family ministry has been waiting for. Anyone interested in helping families 
through the local church will find it essential reading." Dr. Don Hebbard, Director, Institute for Marriage and Family, 
Oklahoma Christian University"Diana Garland has drawn on her years of teaching, research and church-related 
ministry to provide us with a virtual encyclopedia on the theory and practice of family life ministry. Family Ministry 
may be the most valuable single volume resource for church leaders and educators available today. Typical of her 
work in previous publications, the biblical and exegetical material on the nature and purpose of family, role 
relationships, sexual differentiation and parent-child dynamics is presented with clarity, conviction and compelling 
wisdom. I want my own students to read it, and I hope that pastors and church leaders will not only read it but use it as 
a tool to develop strategies of more effective family ministry." Ray S. Anderson, Professor of Theology and Ministry, 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 


