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Von Jarvis Jay Masters : Finding Freedom: Writings from Death Row (English Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Finding Freedom: Writings from Death Row 
(English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
BUDDHA VISITS DEATH ROWVon Bonita L. DavisFaith is known as a powerful force to enable one to overcome 
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emotional and psychological barriers that would deny their humanity. Jarvis Masters shares with us his spiritual 
transformation in a setting that is life denying. His poignant stories gives one insight on the culture of prison life on 
death row. Of particular interest is Jarvis himself. He is an incarcerated Black man whose embracing of Vyrayana 
Buddhism has enabled him to move beyond the violence of prison life. Usually American Buddhism is associated with 
a white intellectual elite group which appears to ignore the sufferings of those incarcerated. Islam has been known as 
the religion of choice for jailed Black men while Christianity has provided religious solace and comfort to those 
imprisoned. Buddha's visit to death row and Jarvis offers a new view of Buddhism. It has broken through its chains of 
exclusivisity and has offered those who are incarcerated the hope of finding freedom in the worst of circumstances. 
Jarvis' sharing of his practice of Buddhism is a testament to the great power of a faith to make a difference in one's 
life. This is a book to be read by all people interested in the transformative power of religion in today's prisons.2 von 2 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Inspiring story of a Buddhist on Death Row.Von Ein KundeFunny 
and sad, moving and informative, this book chronicles the story of a violent young man who takes Buddhist vows to 
become harmless and compassionate even in the midst of the very aggressive atmosphere of San Quentin. Unusual 
well worth reading1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Moving, funny, horrifying - by a writer 
with a unique voiceVon Ein KundeThis book can open the hearts of people who wonder about the lives of prisoners. I 
know teenagers who have read it and loved it, and middle-aged middle class people as well as other prisoners. If this 
man can find peace in his situation, the rest of us can.

KurzbeschreibungFinding Freedom is a deeply moving, life-affirming memoir written from the netherworld of San 
Quentins Death Row. Offering stories that are sometimes sad, funny, poignant, revelatory, frightening, soul-stirring, 
painful, and uplifting, Jarvis Masters traces his remarkable spiritual growth in an environment where despair and death 
are constant companions. His book is a testament to the tenacity of the human spirit and the talent of a fine 
writer.Masters' tales are a must-read pass to San Quentin when it was a Level IV (of four criminal/felony levels) prison 
and the inmates ran the blocks. His book is a word album of people and incidents on the yards, on the tiers and in the 
cells as races and cultures collide in a setting of despair and boredom. In one of his most powerful chapters, 
"Sanctuary," Masters enters the upper yard on his first day, facing down the stairs of the established cons as they 
inspect the "fish"; then the door slams on his 5 x 9' cell that will be his home for the rest of his life.The recidivists, the 
young parole violators who cycle through San Quentin on 90 day plus terms, generally for drug use, with little hope 
for treatment, jobs or housing on the outside, are the antagonists in many of his stories. And this brings us to the 
present. The California prison system and San Quentin are still largely populated by young parole violators, 
incarcerated for drug convictions or dry outs. These youngsters, unaware, ignorant or plainly apathetic about informal 
prison rules, seek to achieve the "OG" (Old Gangster) status of long time inmates through predatory violence. Masters 
writes of his frustrating attempts to cope with them at a time that Level IV inmates all mingled together. San Quentin 
is now a Level II prison, confining a gentler, generally nonviolent person within its massive perimeter, and Masters 
now is a practicing Buddhist, a transformation remarkably documented in the book's timeline"Three Strikes" laws and 
the huge campaign contributions of the CCPOA, the California prison guards' union, have lead to unparalleled growth 
in California's prison population with Lifers (2nd degree murder or kidnapping crimes) eligible for parole and violators 
routinely jammed together in every facility. California's Level IV violent cons are housed in Pelican Bay and other 
specially designated Security Housing Units (SHU), yet Masters' Death Row for men remains at San Quentin. And the 
timelessness of Masters' stories is reflected by the fact that Lifers still have the respect of almost all groups in the 
prison, while the California Governor fosters despair and hopelessness with an anti-parole stance. This book is an 
electrifying read if you have never been incarcerated. You can share Masters' gradual transformation from a mind-
your-own-business, somewhat antisocial individual, to a compassionate prosocial inmate.KurzbeschreibungFinding 
Freedom is a deeply moving, life-affirming memoir written from the netherworld of San Quentins Death Row. 
Offering stories that are sometimes sad, funny, poignant, revelatory, frightening, soul-stirring, painful, and uplifting, 
Jarvis Masters traces his remarkable spiritual growth in an environment where despair and death are constant 
companions. His book is a testament to the tenacity of the human spirit and the talent of a fine writer.Masters' tales are 
a must-read pass to San Quentin when it was a Level IV (of four criminal/felony levels) prison and the inmates ran the 
blocks. His book is a word album of people and incidents on the yards, on the tiers and in the cells as races and 
cultures collide in a setting of despair and boredom. In one of his most powerful chapters, "Sanctuary," Masters enters 
the upper yard on his first day, facing down the stairs of the established cons as they inspect the "fish"; then the door 
slams on his 5 x 9' cell that will be his home for the rest of his life.The recidivists, the young parole violators who 
cycle through San Quentin on 90 day plus terms, generally for drug use, with little hope for treatment, jobs or housing 
on the outside, are the antagonists in many of his stories. And this brings us to the present. The California prison 
system and San Quentin are still largely populated by young parole violators, incarcerated for drug convictions or dry 
outs. These youngsters, unaware, ignorant or plainly apathetic about informal prison rules, seek to achieve the "OG" 



(Old Gangster) status of long time inmates through predatory violence. Masters writes of his frustrating attempts to 
cope with them at a time that Level IV inmates all mingled together. San Quentin is now a Level II prison, confining a 
gentler, generally nonviolent person within its massive perimeter, and Masters now is a practicing Buddhist, a 
transformation remarkably documented in the book's timeline"Three Strikes" laws and the huge campaign 
contributions of the CCPOA, the California prison guards' union, have lead to unparalleled growth in California's 
prison population with Lifers (2nd degree murder or kidnapping crimes) eligible for parole and violators routinely 
jammed together in every facility. California's Level IV violent cons are housed in Pelican Bay and other specially 
designated Security Housing Units (SHU), yet Masters' Death Row for men remains at San Quentin. And the 
timelessness of Masters' stories is reflected by the fact that Lifers still have the respect of almost all groups in the 
prison, while the California Governor fosters despair and hopelessness with an anti-parole stance. This book is an 
electrifying read if you have never been incarcerated. You can share Masters' gradual transformation from a mind-
your-own-business, somewhat antisocial individual, to a compassionate prosocial inmate.Synopsis A memoir written 
from Death Row in San Quentin prison in California. The author's words show how spiritual practice and mediation 
can change a life completely, triumphing over the deepest desperation of Death Row. 


