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Von Richard Louv : Fly-Fishing for Sharks: An American Journey (English Edition)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fly-Fishing for Sharks: An American Journey 
(English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This is a 
classicVon Ein Kunde"Fly-Fishing for Sharks" reminded me of "Blue Highways," in some ways, but for the most part 
it's in a class by itself. I guess you could call it "fishing literature," but it's mainly a book of stories about people who 
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don't usually get written about. As you meet the fishing guides, fly-fishermen, bass people and so on, from all parts of 
the country, you find out what it is like to stand in their shoes. A number of women are included here, and that's a little 
unusual for books related to fishing. Writer Studs Terkel shows people this way, but Louv weaves it all into a story 
that kept me turning pages. I am better informed now about ecology, early television, Pacific Northwest fishing 
heroes, New Mexico politics, Florida sport-fishing captains, Montana high-roller fishing lodges and a hatful of other 
things. On another level, this is a road trip. Lots of facts and figures on the state of contemporary America. But it's the 
stories about the people met along the way that stick in my mind. This is a wonderful book. Important and 
entertaining.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Rare Gem: Insightful, Humurous, 
TouchingVon Ein KundeAs an avid fisherman and reader, I can tell you that one spends a lot of time pusuing the rare 
catch: The trophy fish or the unforgetable book. Suffice it to say - this book is a keeper! Louv's insights into the world 
of fishing, emotions, and the human psyche are poignant, insightful, and dead-on, and sometimes laugh-out-loud 
funny. I've shared this book with many non-fishing friends (for example a 60-something Nanny) - who loved it! 
Through extensive interviews and lots of fishing with the characters in his book, Richard Louv explores the deeper 
meaning that fishing and nature hold for these folks - and indeed for mankind. (Previous reviews likening his journey 
to Steinbeck or William Least Heat Moon are accurate) There are some wake-up calls here too: disappearing 
landscapes and children growing up detatched from their Mother Earth. I laughed, I cried, I bought a bunch and gave 
them as gifts. Here's my gift to you, gentle reader: Buy it for yourself and enjoy!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Recommended to all, even those who don't fishVon Alva McRobertThis 76 year old lady -- me -- 
from a midwest farming area -- Waupum, Wisconsin -- lover of all nature -- a constant reader of books all my life of 
all varieties and subjects -- just now reading your book about fishing and the vivid picture of the outdoors and the 
people connected with it -- wanting to thank you for writing this super book which I've read every word enjoying your 
description of your travels, life, outdoors, fishing and the people met along the journey of your life. I don't fish. Never 
have. But you are a great author and writer...so thank you again for the enjoyment you have placed in my hands with 
your book and in my mind with your words...Books and reading have been my life -- carry one with me every day, 
where ever I go. So many have seen your book and asked about it.

KurzbeschreibungFor three years, journalist Richard Louv listened to America by going fishing with Americans. 
Doing what many of us dream of, he traveled from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from trout waters east and west to bass 
waters north and south. Fly-Fishing for Sharks is the result of his journey, a portrait of America on the water, fishing 
rod in hand. To explore the cultures of fishing, Louv joined a bass tournament on Lake Erie and got a casting lesson 
from fly-fishing legend Joan Wulff He angled with corporate executives in Montana and fly-fished for sharks in 
California. He spent time with fishing-boat captains in Florida, the regulars who fish New York City's Hudson River, 
and a river witch in Colorado. He teamed secrets of fishing and living from steelheaders in the Northwest, Bass'n Gals 
in Texas, and an ice-fisher in the North Woods. Along the way, he heard from one of Hemingway's sons what it was 
like to fish with Papa and from Robert Kennedy, Jr., how fishing changed his fife. As he describes the eccentricities, 
obsessions, and tribulations of dedicated anglers, he also uncovers the values that unite them. He reveals the healing 
qualities of fishing, how it binds the generations, how the angling business has grown, and how the future of fishing is 
threatened. But most of all, Fly-Fishing for Sharks is about the unforgettable characters Louv meets on the water and 
the stories they tell. From them, Louv learns about our changing relationship with nature, about a hidden America -- 
and about himself..de"When you're fly-fishing for sharks," observes Richard Louv from an 18-foot aluminum boat 12 
miles off the coast of San Diego doing just that, "the line between lunacy and sanity is pretty thin." The truth is, most 
anglers, whatever they're fishing for, live fairly close to that line, and it's that proximity that leads Louv on a 
provocative quest. "The waters we fish, and how we fish, reflect larger political, ethical, even spiritual issues," he 
writes. "How shall we reconnect to nature? How should we treat fellow creatures of other species? How do we hold 
fast to what is old, timeless, and slow?" As he travels from the Pacific to the Atlantic and the Gulf Coast to the frozen 
lakes of Northern Michigan, Louv ponders the ways and whys of pretty much the whole teeming democracy of rods 
and reelers--fly-fishers, ice-fishers, big-game fishers, guides, tournament bassers, even poachers--and their impact on 
American culture and the environment. He heads out into streams, lakes, and oceans with them, attends expos with 
them, buys bait with them, and sits down in coffee shops with them to better understand who they are, what lures 
them, what they take from the waters, and what they give back. He meets a marvelous group of players, among them 
the sons of Ernest Hemingway and R.F.K.; fly-fishing's incomparable first lady, Joan Wulff; and the less well-
pedigreed, too, like a Texas woman who poignantly describes how bass fishing saved her life after she was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer and her church shunned her because she was a lesbian. He explores how fishing has traditionally 
tied together generations--including those of his own family--and even how finding a long-forgotten strain of trout in 
Southern California could halt future development in its tracks. Louv might easily have gotten skunked on such an 
ambitious fishing trip; instead, his journey reveals much about America and its love of angling. --Jeff 



Silverman.com"When you're fly-fishing for sharks," observes Richard Louv from an 18-foot aluminum boat 12 miles 
off the coast of San Diego doing just that, "the line between lunacy and sanity is pretty thin." The truth is, most 
anglers, whatever they're fishing for, live fairly close to that line, and it's that proximity that leads Louv on a 
provocative quest. "The waters we fish, and how we fish, reflect larger political, ethical, even spiritual issues," he 
writes. "How shall we reconnect to nature? How should we treat fellow creatures of other species? How do we hold 
fast to what is old, timeless, and slow?" As he travels from the Pacific to the Atlantic and the Gulf Coast to the frozen 
lakes of Northern Michigan, Louv ponders the ways and whys of pretty much the whole teeming democracy of rods 
and reelers--fly-fishers, ice-fishers, big-game fishers, guides, tournament bassers, even poachers--and their impact on 
American culture and the environment. He heads out into streams, lakes, and oceans with them, attends expos with 
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them, what they take from the waters, and what they give back. He meets a marvelous group of players, among them 
the sons of Ernest Hemingway and R.F.K.; fly-fishing's incomparable first lady, Joan Wulff; and the less well-
pedigreed, too, like a Texas woman who poignantly describes how bass fishing saved her life after she was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer and her church shunned her because she was a lesbian. He explores how fishing has traditionally 
tied together generations--including those of his own family--and even how finding a long-forgotten strain of trout in 
Southern California could halt future development in its tracks. Louv might easily have gotten skunked on such an 
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