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Von Karen Armstrong : Islam: A Short History (UNIVERSAL HISTORY) (English Edition) before purchasing

it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Islam: A Short History (UNIVERSAL
HISTORY) (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen7 von 7 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. From the
Prophet Muhammed to the Taliban in 2000V on Donald MitchellMs. Karen Armstrong has covered an amazing

amount of ground in this brief look at the history of Islam's beliefs and practices since 610 when the Prophet
Muhammed's revel ations began that we know today as the Quran (usually spelled Koran in English). She has supplied


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0053YQMUK

agenerous number of maps, a detailed chronology, and constantly interprets each ruler, regime, and sect from the
perspective of the Quran'stext, and the practices advocated by the Prophet Muhammed.The book has an agenda,
which | would describe as creating a spiritual appeal for mutual understanding among Muslims and nonMuslims,
especially those of the Jewish and Christian faiths. That appea seems based on an appreciation for similaritiesin the
religious practices of the three religions as they were originally observed. Every deviation from those original Muslim
practicesis explained in the book as an error that needs to be and will probably be corrected in time.lf you are like me,
you will find that some of your understanding about historical Muslim beliefsisincorrect. For example, the original
geographic expansion of 1slam from 638-738 A.D. involved little attempt at creating convertsto Islam. In fact, the
Muslim forces usually were garrisoned in separate, new cities to minimize contact between them and the local people.
Much of what we have heard about the doctrinal basis for religious war in Islam seems to have been devel oped
through the successful Mongol invasion, and reactions to the secular invasion of Western culture into Muslim nations
in the last few decades.One new ideathat | learned from this book is that the success of all Muslims as a community in
acombined political, social, and economic sense is viewed as asign by Muslims of how well thereligion is being
observed. Until the arrival of oilfield riches in the Middle East in the 20th century, Islamic influence had been on the
wane worldwide as the industrial West swept forward to create its colonies and continued economic dominance
through advanced products and technologies. The seeking for a possible solution to this ebb of cultural success has led
in part of the fundamentalism that has spawned conflicts with the United States and some other nations.l was also
interested to note that in countries where Muslims are in the majority, democracy will lead to dominance by religious
parties. |slam does not separate church and state the way that Western democracies usually do. Appreciating this point
means adifferent kind of diplomacy and cooperation with Islamic democracies than will occur with multicultural,
pluralistic democracies.Although | found the book to offer these kinds of insights, Ms. Armstrong would have helped
me understand |slam more by sharing additional information about the religion from the primary source of the Quran
and key writings of religious figures. Also, it is unusual to analyze areligion in terms of how closely it follows the
original way it was observed. Few today, for example, look at the Catholic Church or any Protestant church for how
closely it matches in specifics how Jesus and His disciples lived. Finally, | could probably have gotten the key points
in the book without quite as much detail as was spelled out here about various leaders. With less "who did what, when,
and where to whom" there would have been much more space to explain key ideas and to provide more detail about
the Quran.l aso wondered what misunderstandings various Muslim groups typically have about those of uswho live
in countries where the percentage of Muslimsisrelatively small.A number of other questions still came to mind after
reading the book. If each person isto be treated equally in respect and in terms of economic goods in accord with the
Quran, what do people in various Muslim countries think about the growing gaps between the richest and poorest
Muslims? What do Muslimsin various countries think about people of their same religious persuasion who livein
various Western democracies?Greet all with an open mind and a welcoming heart and hand!0 von 3 Kunden fanden
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Schlechter Witz - 0 Sterne! Von KundeSchade ums Geld.Ich hatte eigentlich ein
sachliches Geschichtsbuch erwartet. Dieses Buch ist reine Propaganda. |ch bereue sehr, es gekauft zu haben.Wenn die
Autorin (gleich zu Beginn) behauptet, dass wirklich ein bernatrliches Wesen, genannt Gott, durch Mohammed
gesprochen habe, dann hat das nichts mehr mit Geschichte zu tun, sondern eher was mit Mrchen.

KurzbeschreibungOne of the world's foremost commentators on religious affairs on the history (and destiny) of the
world's most misunderstood religion.In the public mind, IsSlam isareligion of extremes: it is the world's fastest
growing faith; more than three-quarters of the world's refugees are Islamic; it has produced government by
authoritarian monarchiesin Saudi Arabia and ultra-republicans in Iran. Whether we are reading about civil war in
Algeriaor Afghanistan, the struggle for the soul of Turkey, or political turmoil in Pakistan or Malaysia, the IsSlamic
context permeates all these situations.Karen Armstrong's elegant and concise book traces how |slam grew from the
other religions of the book, Judaism and Christianity; introduces us to the character of Muhammed; and demonstrates
that for much of its history, the religion has been aforce for enlightenment that promoted liberties for women and
allowed the arts and sciences to flourish.ISLAM shows how this progressive legacy istoday often set aside as the faith
struggles to come to terms with the economic and political weakness of most of its believers and with the forces of
modernity itself..deThe picture of 1slam as aviolent, backward, and insular tradition should be laid to rest, says Karen
Armstrong, bestselling author of Muhammad and A History of God. Delving deep into Islamic history, Armstrong
sketches the arc of astory that begins with the stirring of revelation in an Arab businessman named Muhammad. His
concern with the poor who were being left behind in the blush of his society's new prosperity sets the tone for the tale
of aculture that values community as a manifestation of God. Muhammad's ideas catch fire, quickly blossoming into a
political empire. Asthe empire expands and the once fractured Arabs subdue and overtake the vast Persian domain,
the story of acommunity becomes a panoramic drama. With great dexterity, Armstrong narrates the Sunni-Shi'ite
schism, the rise of Persian influence, the clashes with Western crusaders and Mongolian conquerors, and the spiritual



explorations that traced the route to God. Armstrong brings us through the debacle of European colonialism right up to
the present day, putting Islamic fundamentalism into context as part of aworldwide phenomenon. Islam: A Short
History, like Bruce Lawrence's Shattering the Myth and Mark Huband's Warriors of the Prophet, introduces usto a
faith that beckons like a minaret to those who dare to venture beyond the headlines. --Brian Bruya.co.ukThe picture of
Islam as aviolent, backward, and insular tradition should be laid to rest, says Karen Armstrong, bestselling author of
Muhammad and A History of God. Delving deep into Islamic history, Armstrong sketches the arc of a story that
begins with the stirring of revelation in an Arab businessman named Muhammad. His concern with the poor who were
being left behind in the blush of his society's new prosperity sets the tone for the tale of a culture that values
community as a manifestation of God. Muhammad's ideas catch fire, quickly blossoming into a political empire. As
the empire expands and the once fractured Arabs subdue and overtake the vast Persian domain, the story of a
community becomes a panoramic drama. With great dexterity, Armstrong narrates the Sunni-Shi'ite schism, the rise of
Persian influence, the clashes with Western crusaders and Mongolian conquerors, and the spiritual explorations that
traced the route to God. Armstrong brings us through the debacle of European colonialism right up to the present day,
putting Islamic fundamentalism into context as part of a worldwide phenomenon. Islam: A Short History, like Bruce
Lawrence's Shattering the Myth and Mark Huband's Warriors of the Prophet, introduces us to afaith that beckons like
aminaret to those who dare to venture beyond the headlines. --Brian Bruya



