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Von Graham H. Twelftree: Jesusthe Miracle Worker: A Historical and Theological Study before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jesus the Miracle Worker: A Historical and
Theological Study:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Will
wonders never cease...Von FrKurt MessickGraham Twelftree looks in this text at a sometimes problematic aspect of
scripture - the miracles of Jesus. In our modern, scientific, rational world (or, at least thisis the view of the world most
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seem to want to ascribe to the present day), there are distinct problems with the miraculous - did they really happen the
way they are recorded? Were they intended as metaphoric stories? Do miracles still happen today? If not, why not? I
so, how do we determine what is a miracle and what isn't, and why they sometimes happen and other times
don't?Twelftree's book looks at the miracles of Jesus from several standpoints, primarily concentrating on the
historical and the theological. Twelftree draws attention to the high percentage of space given to miraclesin the
canonical gospels, and contrasts this with some modern reporting and scholarship that discounts the reality of miracles
altogether, or at least relegates the miracle stories to legendary/mythological status, that might have some basisin
reality to some extent, but not nearly as much as the latter reports would hold. Twelftree states that scholars from
Schlelermacher to Sanders to Guthrie downplay the significance of miraclesto the point of sometimes ignoring them
altogether. Miracles are, after all, difficult to explain on many levels - philosophers from Hume forward have had
trouble accepting the reality of miraculous happenings on different bases; scientists have major methodol ogical
concerns with miracles; and even theologians such as Bultmann, Tillich, and Macquarrie have significant objections to
the idea of miracles, at least as they are commonly understood.Y et, as Twelftree states (agreeing with Sanders) it was
more likely the miracles than the speaking/preaching of the Good News that drew popular attention and crowds to
Jesus. It isimportant to know both the historical (what happened) and the theological (what it means/why it happened)
with regard to miracles. While some theol ogians are quick to discount historical Jesus research in both methodology
and importance, Twelftree reflects Pannenberg in asserting that the historical occurrence of Jesusin the life of the
Christian faith isimportant if there isto be any reality at the basis of faith.In this book, Twelftree has four primary
objectives - to examine how the canonical gospels portray and understand the miracles; to attempt to determine how
Jesus himself understood the miracles; to examine the historicity of the miracle eventsin the gospels; and finally to see
how these three examinations reflect back on the historical Jesus quest.The way miracles are portrayed in the gospels
isfar from uniform; in fact, they can vary significantly even with particular gospels. Some of the differences Twelftree
highlights include the secondary nature of miracles being behind the teachings of Jesus portrayed in Matthew,
contrasted with areversal of this pattern in John, where the primacy of miraclesis so significant they become
messages in-and-of themselves, apart from the direct teachings (somewhat ironic, given the extended theol ogical
passages that occur in John that appear in no other gospel).However, there are some patterns that emerge - for
example, according to Twelftree, miraclesin Matthew neither create faith nor do away with doubt, but rather serve to
define arelationship between the person and Jesus; in Luke and John, and to alesser extent Mark, miracles can be
ambiguous in terms of power, intention and outcome. All the gospels seem united in portraying miracles as no
ordinary works of a prophet (asif miracles could somehow be 'ordinary'). These events al point to the power of God
working through Jesus - Twelftree's interpretation of the gospelsis that they use miracles to create the equation of
identity between Jesus and God, making miracles media of eschatological and soteriological work, too, but not without
some small degree of ambiguity, which over the course of time had lead to widely varying views.Miracles often have
to do with healing - curing lepers, restoring sight, hearing and mobility, and so forth. However, some miracles operate
differently - walking on water, changing water into wine, etc. While it might be uncomfortable for moderns to accept,
Twelftree sees no choice but to accept that Jesus was a miracle worker of some sort, as too much of the gospel and
extra-canonical witness points to this as alarge portion of Jesus ministry. Twelftree does a useful if brief survey of the
various quests for the historical Jesusin his conclusion - thisisworth contrasting with some of the portions of Luke
Timothy Johnson's 'The Real Jesus. Again Twelftree highlights the absence or relatively little space and importance
devoted to the consideration of miracles. Twelftree see any results of these quests as being 'wildly out of balance,
given the prominence of miracles of all sortsin the gospels. Twelftree is sometimes a bit too quick to dismiss
arguments against his own line of reasoning, or to state that alimited argument against certain viewpoints is sufficient
to carry the argument (which, particularly when dealing with the theological objectionsto miracles, | found a bit
wanting). His historical methodology is basically sound, but more documentation could be helpful here, and a more
thorough examination of some of the traditions surrounding miracles could be useful here (Twelftree explainsin his
preface that he did not aim for exhaustive comprehensiveness with regard to secondary literature and research). On the
other hand, there are very useful bibliographic sections, both a general bibliography as well as topic/chapter specific
lists, as well as excellent indexes on authors, subjects, scripture and ancient literature sources. There aren't many
scholarly works available on miracles, as professor Ron Allen at my seminary discovered when preparing a course on
miracles. Thisis awelcome addition to the library of biblical and New Testament scholars, preachers, and general
students of the Bible. It may aso serve uses for those who study ancient history, to look at some unique aspects of this
type of story found in the texts of other religions, t00.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. From
the cover...Von ght@dove.net.au"l have long admired Graham Twelftree's research in the area of the exorcism of
Jesus, and it is a pleasure and enrichment to read his new work which isamasterly survey of the Gospelsin light of
current debates... Thisisavery timely and well-conceived book" COLIN BROWN (Fuller Theological
Seminary)"This new book from Graham H. Twelftree is the work of an expert full of information who see the problem
of "Jesus the Miracle Worker" not only from an exegetical New Testament point of view but also in itsrelation to
philosophical, theological and scientific problems. He has worked through a huge amount of literature, and his results



are often convincing and always interesting” MARTIN HENGEL (University of Tubingen)"Dr. Twelftree's admirably
lucid, wide-ranging book will be used appreciatively by students and their teachers. This fine study of the miracle
traditions in the Gospel faces squarely the awkward philosophical and historical questions’ GRAHAM N. STANTON
(University of Cambridge)"... amasterful study of an important aspect of the ministry of the historical Jesus that more
often than not isinsufficiently treated” CRAIG A. EVANS (Trinity Western University)"The combination of
exegetical, historical and theological perspective in this single volume makes " Jesus the Miracle Worker" an especialy
remarkable work™ JOHN P. MEIER (University of Notre Dame).

Kurzbeschreibung" Jesus went throughout Galilee, teachingproclaimingand healing every disease and every sickness
among the people." (Mt 4:23)Few today doubt that Jesus was viewed by many of his contemporaries as a miracle
worker. And many scholars today would agree that Jesus was a healer and an exorcist. But what does this mean? Was
Jesus simply amaster at relieving psychological distress, ahealer of psychosomatic illness, a purveyor of paranormal
therapy? What distinguished Jesus from other miracle workers of the ancient world? And what should we make then
of his tilling the storm, his walking on the sea, his feeding of the five thousand?In this study of the miracles of Jesus,
Graham Twelftree extensively examines the miracles within each Gospel narrative. He evaluates Jesus own
understanding of the miracles, weighs the historical reliability of the miracle stories, and considers the question of
miracles and the modern mind.This book maps and explores the borderlands between the affirmations of faith and the
conclusions of historical method. Are some miracles simply more open to historical verification than others? With the
historical study of Jesus once again capturing the attention of the media and the public, thistimely book courageously
steps forward to investigate the hard questions.Jesus the Miracle Worker is a comprehensive and textbook study of the
miracles of Jesus, written by arecognized expert in the historical investigation of the exorcisms of

Jesus.K urzbeschreibung" Jesus went throughout Galilee, teachingproclaimingand healing every disease and every
sickness among the people." (Mt 4:23)Few today doubt that Jesus was viewed by many of his contemporaries as a
miracle worker. And many scholars today would agree that Jesus was a healer and an exorcist. But what does this
mean? Was Jesus simply a master at relieving psychological distress, a healer of psychosomatic illness, a purveyor of
paranormal therapy? What distinguished Jesus from other miracle workers of the ancient world? And what should we
make then of his stilling the storm, his walking on the sea, his feeding of the five thousand? n this study of the
miracles of Jesus, Graham Twelftree extensively examines the miracles within each Gospel narrative. He evaluates
Jesus' own understanding of the miracles, weighs the historical reliability of the miracle stories, and considers the
guestion of miracles and the modern mind.This book maps and explores the borderlands between the affirmations of
faith and the conclusions of historical method. Are some miracles simply more open to historical verification than
others? With the historical study of Jesus once again capturing the attention of the media and the public, thistimely
book courageously steps forward to investigate the hard questions.Jesus the Miracle Worker is a comprehensive and
textbook study of the miracles of Jesus, written by arecognized expert in the historical investigation of the exorcisms
of Jesus.Der Verlag ber das BuchA neglected, significant portrait of the historical Jesus.Few today doubt that Jesus
was viewed by many of his contemporaries as a miracle worker. And many scholars today would agree that Jesus was
ahealer and an exorcist. But what does this mean? Was Jesus simply a master at relieving psychological distress, a
healer of psychosomatic illness, a purveyor of paranormal therapy? What distinguished Jesus from other miracle
workers of the ancient world? And what should we make then of his stilling the storm, his walking on the sea, his
feeding of five thousand? Are some miracles simply more open to historical verification than others? In this study of
the miracles of Jesus, Graham Twelftree extensively examines the miracles within each Gospel narrative. He evaluates
Jesus own understanding of the miracles, weighs the historical reliability of the miracle stories and considers the
question of miracles and the modern mind. This book maps and explores the borderlands between the affirmations of
faith and the conclusions of historical method. With the historical study of Jesus once again capturing the attention of
the media and the public, this timely book courageously steps forward to investigate the hard questions. Jesus the
Miracle Worker is a comprehensive and textbook study of the miracles of Jesus, written by a recognized expert in the
historical investigation of the exorcisms of Jesus." The combination of exegetical, historical and theological
perspectives in this single volume makes Jesus the Miracle Worker an especially remarkable book." John P. Meier,
University of Notre DameGraham Twelftree is a New Testament scholar and pastor in Australia. He is the author of
Jesus the Exorcist.



