
(Download) Josephine: A Life of the Empress

Josephine: A Life of the Empress

Von Carolly Erickson 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

Produktinformation Verffentlicht am: 2000-08-17Erscheinungsdatum: 2000-08-17File Name: B003J564N0 | 
File size: 15.Mb

Von Carolly Erickson : Josephine: A Life of the Empress  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Josephine: A Life of the Empress: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An 
Interesting Read - But Too Soft on The EmpressVon Ein KundeCarrolly Erickson is a talented researcher and author, 
and her new biography on Empress Josephine is another very good read. I have a problem, however, with Erickson's 
habit of falling a little too much in love with some of her less admirable subjects. Josephine, while an exceptional 
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character study, does not deserve the relentless emphasis Erickson places on her few redeeming qualities. Josephine 
was, in fact, a shallow and self-indulgent liar, swindler, whore, and manipulator extraordinaire. Although Erickson 
acknowledges these traits, she plays them down by repeatedly referencing Josephine's ingenuousness, compassion, and 
victim qualities, none of which are visible without Erickson's careful coaching. Erickson displayed this same oh-come-
now-she's-not-so-bad-if-you'll-only-try approach with Mary Tudor ("Bloody Mary"). The book ended, appropriately, 
with Josephine's funeral. But I wanted to know what happened to her two children, Napolean's new wife, and even the 
loathsome Bonapart relatives. These were not peripheral characters; they were integral components of Josephine's life 
and a quick wrap-up sketch of each would have made the ending much more satisfying. I'm glad I read this book and 
recommend it to other biography and history lovers. Even so it's difficult to resist a spectacular kind of repugnance 
towards Josephine, notwithstanding Erickson's unfortunate and obvious urging to the contrary.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Many Splendored Work!Von James Gallen"Josephine: Life of the Empress" 
introduces the reader to one of the most interesting characters of one of the most turbulent periods of history. Born to a 
Creole family in Martinique, Josephine relocated to Metropolitan France where she married to a man who would die 
on the Guillotine. Herself in danger of death during the Revolution, she survived to become the wife of the Corsican 
officer, Napoleon Bonaparte. Rising with him to the pinnacle of French society, Josephine, the Creole commoner, 
would rule alongside him as Empress. During her life with Napoleon she would endure the hostile machinations of his 
family while walking a tight rope to maintain her position. Unable to produce an heir, Josephine was forced to 
renounce her marriage and retire to a less favored, but still exalted, position. Although divorced, the tie between 
Josephine and her Emperor was never totally severed.This is a many splendored work. Part love story, part biography 
and part history, it is attractive to many types of readers. While following Josephine through her life, the reader learns 
much about the era during which she lived and reigned; a France of colony, Revolution and Empire. Author Carolly 
Erickson's writing holds attention with the skill of a master. Enjoy, appreciate, savor!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. I've Read BetterVon Ein KundeOn the whole, I found this biography to be rich with 
detail and historical accuracies. It was an entertaining read and I recommend it to anyone who likes to read history. 
However, I found that Erickson was a little too biased in her position on the Empress; I felt as though I were reading a 
fluffed-up account of her life, to the point where the reader has no choice but to see her as an angel in a den of thieves--
and she was hardly an angel. Erickson asserts that she knows the Empress well enough to make assumptions as to how 
she felt, or what she was thinking. It is also obvious that the author has a bias against Napoleon and her relationship 
with him. If the reader had no previous knowledge of their relationship, he would be confused. Erickson says on the 
one-hand how miserable Josephine was over her marriage to him, yet is mad with jealousy within the next few pages. 
There is no real development of their relationship. The authors feelings for her subject come through a bit too stong for 
my taste.

KurzbeschreibungJosephine Tascher de la Pagerie, born a Creole on the island of Martinique in the French West 
Indies, became one of the best known and most envied women who ever lived. Sent to France to make an 
advantageous marriage to a young aristocrat, her naivete and lack of education left her ill prepared to deal with the 
sophisticated - if decadent - world of pre-Revolutionary Paris. Treated cruelly by her shallow young husband, her life 
had become a nightmare during the Terror, in which she was imprisoned and almost lost her life. It was during this 
period that she honed the skills of manipulation and seduction that would lead her from the dungeons of the terror into 
the beds of the post-Revolutionary powerbrokers, including the Corsican corporal who would conquer Europe.As the 
wife of Napoleon Bonaparte, conqueror of Europe and the wonder of his age, Josephine was assumed to be a worthy 
consort for her astounding husband, a woman as beautiful, wise and altogether remarkable as he was charismatic, 
brilliant, and invincible in battle. When in 1804 she knelt before Napoleon in Notre Dame and he placed the imperial 
crown on her head, making her Empress of France, her extraordinary destiny seemed to be fulfilled. The unknown 
woman from Martinique became the highest ranking woman in the land, as far above the average Frenchwoman as 
Napoleon himself was above the humblest soldier in his armies.Yet the truth behind the glorious symbolism in Notre 
Dame was much darker. For the eight-year marriage between Josephine and Napoleon had long been corroded by 
infidelity and abuse, and for years Josephine had dreaded that her husband would divorce her. Far from the love match 
previous biographers have described, Erickson's Napoleon and Josephine were the ultimate pragmatists, drawn 
together by political necessity while their emotions were engaged elsewhere.Carolly Erickson, the critically acclaimed 
biographer of the Tudor monarchs, as well as of Marie Antoinette and Queen Victoria, using her trademark ability to 
penetrate and explain the psychological make-up of her subjects, paints a fascinating portrait of an immensely 
complex and ultimately tragic woman..deWhen she married Napoleon Bonaparte in 1796, Rose de Beauharnais was a 
32-year-old widow who had narrowly escaped the French Revolution's guillotine. She was six years older than he, 
notorious for her lovers, and unlikely to give him children, but possessed of the social connections and skills the 
ambitious young general thought would help him rise in the revolutionary army. He gave "his living reverie, his dream 



of perfect passion" a new name, Josephine--perhaps hoping it would blot out her unsavory past. Instead, she continued 
to be promiscuous as well as extravagant, and the marriage soured as Napoleon ascended to first consul and then 
emperor of the French. Yet he divorced her only in 1810, when political events made it clear he must have an heir. 
This highly colored biography practically wallows in Josephine's lurid personal life, colored in by luscious 
descriptions of the period's clothes, food, and amusements. The author, whose many previous books mostly deal with 
English royalty, does not burden readers with excessive doses of French history; the focus is always on Josephine, 
whose psychology is discussed at length. Erickson succeeds in making her subject an attractive figure, if hardly an 
exemplar of moral rectitude. Her book should appeal to those who like their historical biographies titillating and not 
too taxing. --Wendy Smith.comWhen she married Napoleon Bonaparte in 1796, Rose de Beauharnais was a 32-year-
old widow who had narrowly escaped the French Revolution's guillotine. She was six years older than he, notorious 
for her lovers, and unlikely to give him children, but possessed of the social connections and skills the ambitious 
young general thought would help him rise in the revolutionary army. He gave "his living reverie, his dream of perfect 
passion" a new name, Josephine--perhaps hoping it would blot out her unsavory past. Instead, she continued to be 
promiscuous as well as extravagant, and the marriage soured as Napoleon ascended to first consul and then emperor of 
the French. Yet he divorced her only in 1810, when political events made it clear he must have an heir. This highly 
colored biography practically wallows in Josephine's lurid personal life, colored in by luscious descriptions of the 
period's clothes, food, and amusements. The author, whose many previous books mostly deal with English royalty, 
does not burden readers with excessive doses of French history; the focus is always on Josephine, whose psychology is 
discussed at length. Erickson succeeds in making her subject an attractive figure, if hardly an exemplar of moral 
rectitude. Her book should appeal to those who like their historical biographies titillating and not too taxing. --Wendy 
Smith 


