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Von Colin Thubron : The Lost Heart Of Asia before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised The Lost Heart Of Asia:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Fascinating, well-written review of volatile areaVon Linda F. WoodMr. Thurbron's prose is beautiful and informative,
and he offers a depth of understanding of this little-known area of the world that is generally not seen in travel logs.
This book is particularly helpful in understanding the consequences of Soviet Communism and the Cold War on the
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environmental and socio-economic issues confronting Central Asiatoday. Thiswas areal joy to read and has opened
my eyes to the importance of this region of the world to modern politics.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende
Rezension hilfreich. The Lost Heart of Asiaby Colin ThubronVon LilypondThe Lost Heart of AsiaThe travel writer
Thubron set out to travel through Central Asia (Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kirghizstan, Tagjikstan) following the break
up of the Soviet Union. This book lives up to its blurb: ‘an outstanding guide to the history, people and culture of a
vast region” In addition to the light he sheds on the impact of Communism on the area, and the post-Communist socio-
economic and political landscape, Thubron is aso awonderful observer of the physical landscape aswell. His
sensitivity to the monuments and architecture, and his descriptions of abandoned historical cities, mosgues,
caravanserays etc. were extremely eloguent and evocative, and made me want to "get lost" in the lost heart of Asia. A
marvelous book.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. "...my new favourite writer of this age"Von
IANFascinating and extremely well-written! An eye-opening romp through distant and recent history, tied together
with human perspective on religion and politics. Thubron is my new favourite writer of this age, and | cannot wait to
get my hands on the rest of hisworks.

KurzbeschreibungThubron travelled throughout Central Asiain the wake of the break-up of the Soviet Union and
documented the widespread socia upheaval in aregion reeling from political change. Thubron is an inspirational
writer, intrepid traveller and insightful observer and his The Lost Heart of Asiais an outstanding guide to the history,
people and culture of avast region resonating with history and politics..deWest of China, south of Russia, hemmed in
by mountains, steppe, and desert, lie the five Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union. Cut loose from
Moscow in the early '90s, the five "Stans" (Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tagjikistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan)
discover that their newly found freedom plays tug-o-war with despair and a nostalgia for the certainties of the Soviet
past. It's during this time that author Colin Thubron travels the width of central Asia, asking questions about the past,
present, and future. Not content to simply bounce from place to place, Thubron travels from person to person,
uncovering their many vibrant stories and developing a deep understanding of the area's lesser-known history. Kyrgyz
and Uzbeks debate the place of Islam. Koreans and Germans, descendants from forced migrants, wonder if they know
enough of their ethnic tongue to return to their homelands. Russians find themselves left behind, disbelieving, asthe
tide of Russian power recedes toward Moscow. Central Asiawas mostly off limits to foreigners during the Soviet
years, and while officials are still uncertain about how to deal with a backpack-wearing solo traveler, the locals
Thubron meets are not. Thubron finds the heart of Asiain the hearts of its people, swimming in a sea of tea, vodka,
and hospitality. From the oldest-known Quran to a deserted Soviet naval base on the shores of a high mountain lake
1,500 miles from the ocean (used to test torpedoes far from spying eyes), Thubron's writing echoes the melancholy
emptiness of the wide spaces he passes through. The Lost Heart of Asiais arare meeting of a marvelous writer and a
mysterious land. --Ken Peavler.comWest of China, south of Russia, hemmed in by mountains, steppe, and desert, lie
the five Central Asian republics of the former Soviet Union. Cut loose from Moscow in the early '90s, the five " Stans®
(Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tagjikistan, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan) discover that their newly found freedom plays
tug-o-war with despair and a nostalgia for the certainties of the Soviet past. It's during this time that author Colin
Thubron travels the width of central Asia, asking questions about the past, present, and future. Not content to simply
bounce from place to place, Thubron travels from person to person, uncovering their many vibrant stories and

devel oping a deep understanding of the area's lesser-known history. Kyrgyz and Uzbeks debate the place of Islam.
Koreans and Germans, descendants from forced migrants, wonder if they know enough of their ethnic tongue to return
to their homelands. Russians find themselves | eft behind, disbelieving, as the tide of Russian power recedes toward
Moscow. Central Asiawas mostly off limits to foreigners during the Soviet years, and while officials are still uncertain
about how to deal with abackpack-wearing solo traveler, the locals Thubron meets are not. Thubron finds the heart of
Asiain the hearts of its people, swimming in a sea of tea, vodka, and hospitality. From the oldest-known Quran to a
deserted Soviet naval base on the shores of a high mountain lake 1,500 miles from the ocean (used to test torpedoes far
from spying eyes), Thubron's writing echoes the melancholy emptiness of the wide spaces he passes through. The Lost
Heart of Asiaisarare meeting of amarvelous writer and a mysterious land. --Ken Peavler



