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Von A.M. Homes: TheMistress's Daughter: A Memoir before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised The Mistress's Daughter: A Memoair:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
persnlich, spannend und gut geschriebenVon le singeein ausgewogenes verhltnis aus persnlicher biographie, eine


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008YU1NGI

bewegenden geschichte. dicht und klar erzhlt, sehr emotionales thema.

KurzbeschreibungOn the day that A. M. Homes was born in 1961, she was given up for adoption. Her birth parents
were a twenty-two year old woman and an older married man with whom she was having an affair. Thirty years later,
out of the blue, Homes was contacted by alawyer on behalf of her birth mother, and they began to correspond; her
biological father contacted her soon after. These two individuals and their effect on the adult Homes are strange and
unexpected, and the story spiralsinto something utterly raw and hilarious, heartbreaking and absurd. Along the way,
Homes describes the clash between her childhood fantasies of her birth parents and the disappointing reality. She
writes about the experience of experiencing biological resemblance for the first time (in ‘My Father's Ass) and the
addictiveness of the geneal ogical research she embarks on. She reflects on the significance of DNA testing and having
two mothers and two fathers and unearths profound truths about her family and herself. Finally, she writes movingly
about her own baby daughter and the way she has recently helped to mend Homes' fractured life.From Publishers
WeeklyJane Adams turns her considerabl e talents to Homes's memoir about meeting her biological parents when she
wasin her early 30s. Adams captures the narrator and all the members of both the adoptive and biological families.
Her rendition of Homes is so smart and urbane yet wary that listeners might assume that Homes herself istelling her
own story. Ellen Ballman, the biological mother, is portrayed as Auntie Mame gone bad-her boisterous voice quickly
descends from that of awoman overcome with joy at hearing her daughter to whiny demands to be taken care of.
Perhaps Ellen is a bit too shrill-almost anyone would hang up after hearing this voice on the other end of a phone.
Adams portrays Norman Hecht, also referred to as "the Father," with a voice as large as his considerable fortune; he
cons his daughter into taking a DNA test, then refuses to give her the results. Even Adams can't make the second half
of the book exciting, as she reads page after page of questions planned for a deposition. Simultaneous rel ease with the
Viking hardcover ( s, Jan. 15). Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.From Booklist* Starred * Homes is a Tilt-a-whirl novelist who discloses ordinary existence's hidden
bizarreness, most recently in This Book Will Save Y our Life (2006). She now presents a can't-put-it-down memoir as
remarkable for its crystalline prose, flinty wit, and agile candor as for its arresting revelations. Readers will recognize
the true-life source of Homes novel In a Country of Mothers (1993) as she recounts the fraught circumstances of her
irregular adoption: baby Homes was handed over on the street like contraband. Homes knows nothing about her birth
parents until she turns 31, and learns that her mother was only 17 when she and her married-with-children boss began
an affair that abruptly ended when both his mistress and his wife became pregnant. Homes navigates distressing, often
surreal interactions with the demanding strangers who provided her DNA. Then, after her mother's unnerving death,
she embarks on an extensive genealogical quest to trace both biological and adopted bloodlines. Homes masterfully
distills angst and discovery into ariveting tale of nature and nurture that encompasses America's great patchwork of
immigrants and secrets; a double-helix legacy entwining Christian slaveholders with Jewish refugees; and, as she
brings her daughter into the world, the evolution of women's lives. Donna SeamanCopyright American Library
Association. All rights reserved



