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Von Charles Dickens: The Old Curiosity Shop (Illustrated) (English Edition) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Old Curiosity Shop (Illustrated) (English Edition):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A great
book (of course, its Dickens!)Von Ein KundeThisis such agood book, | don't know where to begin. | know alot of
people put it down for sentimentalizing Nells death, but you know, | almost cried during it! The victorians just weren't
as cynical aswe are. Now a book has to show the horror of the human spirit to be considered a good book but that
does get kind of oh, same same after awhile. Thiswas the first Dickens book | read, | remember reading it in high
school and thinking "damn, thisis good" | was expecting something dry and humorless and was pleasantly surprised
by Dickens wit and humor and great story telling ability. Too bad this book is so hard to find out in book stores. Its
really an underrated masterpiece.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Flawed but entertainingVon
Ein KundeThisis perhaps Dickens' least successful novel from a modern standpoint. It simply doesn't hold together, as
the author changes his mind about the book's direction a few times during its serial publication; changes the nature of
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certain characters along the way; and reveals the narrator's identity at the end (always a mistake) when infact it is
most unlikely that this particular character could have known half of what went on in the book. Modern readers will
find it quite sentimental, but then it made Dickens hugely popular in his day, and is not without memorable characters
as always, among them the quasi-demonic Daniel Quilp. Quilp seemsto do evil for no particular reason other than that
he himself is evil, therefore the book offers little pointed social critique. Dickensis nothing if not entertaining,
however, and he is aways worth alook.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Eine traurig-schne
GeschichteVon Ein KundeDiese Geschichte ist so typisch Charles Dickens. Die kleine Nell flieht mit ihrem hilflosen
alten Grovater aus London, um Habgier, Intrigen und Grausamkeiten zu entkommen, nachdem sie praktisch alles
verloren haben, was sie besaen. So ziehen sie los in eine ungewisse Zukunft, und treffen unterwegs alerlel seltsame
Gestalten. Wie hufig bei Dickens sind die Figuren sehr stark polarisiert - entweder absolut gut, liebevoll und ehrlich,
oder durch und durch bse und verschlagen. Dabei schafft es Dickens auf die ihm so eigene Welse, eine eigentlich
traurige Geschichte mit so viel Liebe und Wrme zu erzhlen, dass man beim Lesen aus dem Lcheln kaum
herauskommt. (Diesist eine .de an der Uni-Studentenrezension.)

KurzbeschreibungThe Old Curiosity Shop tells the story of Nell Trent, a beautiful and virtuous young girl of "not quite
fourteen." An orphan, she lives with her maternal grandfather (whose name is never revealed) in his shop of odds and
ends. Her grandfather loves her dearly, and Nell does not complain, but she lives alonely existence with almost no
friends her own age. Her only friend is Kit, an honest boy employed at the shop, whom she is teaching to write.
Secretly obsessed with ensuring that Nell does not die in poverty as her parents did, her grandfather attemptsto
provide Nell with a good inheritance through gambling at cards. He keeps his nocturnal games a secret, but borrows
heavily from the evil Daniel Quilp, amalicious, grotesguely deformed, hunchbacked dwarf moneylender. In the end,
he gambles away what little money they have, and Quilp seizes the opportunity to take possession of the shop and
evict Nell and her grandfather. Her grandfather suffers a breakdown that leaves him bereft of hiswits, and Nell takes
him away to the Midlands of England, to live as beggars.PressestimmenAt a recent department meeting, it became
evident that Dickensis an author who can divide aroom. ‘Let's teach some Dickens at key stage three," some argued. 'l
can't imagine anything worse,' others said. 'Too difficult', 'too wordy', ‘enough to put anyone off'. 'But the stories are
great,' | argued. It's easy to see both sides of the argument. As someone who has dipped in and out of Dickens over the
years, | have always been delighted by the actual reading of the novel, but sometimes it has taken a considerable effort
of will to start the thing. Many are long, all are complex, and there is some truth in the assertion that they are too
difficult-not for all, certainly, but for some children at key stage three, Dickens could sound the death knell for reading
pleasure. There is acase, then, for adifferentiated Dickens, and here, as with other literary classics, Real Reads
provides a helpful solution. The series currently includes nine of the major novels: Bleak House, A Christmas Carol,
David Copperfield, Hard Times, Oliver Twist and Great Expectations, The Old Curiosity Shop, A Tale of Two Cities
and Little Dorrit. All follow the same format-a couple of pages introducing the characters with some delightful
illustrations by Karen Donnelly, forty-seven pages of narrative and a 'Taking Things Further' section at the back. Like
other Real Reads, too, the novels are not designed to replace the originals, but to complement them. The publisher's
hope is that for some readers, the Real Reads are a springboard into the original texts; for othersit isto broaden their
range of cultural experience and introduce them to aworld of wonderful plots and characters. What makes these
retellings particularly appealing from a classroom point of view is that significant attention is paid to the language use
characteristic of the authors. The novels are retold with some integrity to the original-that is that some of the cadence
of Dickensisretained; that some of the vocabulary remains authentic, and that some of those seminal passages remain
relatively unaltered. Take the opening of A Tale of Two Cities as an example, 'It was the best of times, it was the worst
of times; it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness; it was the season of wealth, it was the season of
poverty. In short, it was atime very much like the present.' In short, it is very much like the original. The retellings go
some way to preserving Dickens's characters and while there are of course casualties, the characters that remain are
rounded and engaging. For Oliver we feel pity as he pleads with Sikes 'P-p-p-please don't make me steal,' in the face of
Sikes terrifying whisper 'Quiet, vermin'. We long for Nancy to be saved by Mrs Maylie and feel the poignancy of her
departure: 'Y ou must take Oliver to safety. | must return to my life." We sense the justice in Fagin's wait for death 'his
face so distorted and pale, his eyes so bloodshot, that he already looked more dead than alive as he awaited his
punishment.' Of course, we also feel the delight and relief as'Oliver and Mr Brownlow walked hand in hand to their
carriage." Some of Dickens's humour is preserved: Mrs Joe is to be found bringing Pip up by hand and at the birth of
David Copperfield, Peggotty's 'bosom swelled with such joy and pride that two buttons popped from her bodice and
flew across the room.' The heartbreak remains too: 'As he wasted away over the next few days, Little Dorrit didn't
leave her father's side. His spirit was like a maimed bird, able to think only of the place that had broken its wings.
Finally, his spirit broke free of al earthly concerns. Little Dorrit wept bitterly. The 'Filling in the Spaces' section at the
back of each book provides a helpful resource for teachers. Elements of the plot that have been omitted in order to



contain the retelling in such a thin volume are listed here and can provide a useful point of departure to read some of
the original text. There is some contextual material pertinent to the text, so for Little Dorrit we learn that Dickens's
father was sent to Marshal sea Prison when Dickens was twelve and for Hard Times we can read about the rise of
steam power and the way in which machinery in factories gave rise to mass migration to cities. There is also atwo-
page section called 'Food for thought' that provides points for discussion, themes, style and symbols and would neatly
help shape classroom discussion and activity. In The Old Curiosity Shop, for example, '‘Oscar Wilde said that Nell's
death makes the reader laugh, whereas critics in Dickens' time were usually overcome by grief. Which is closer to your
own reaction? Why? would lend itself very well to paired, group or whole-class debate. Thinking about how the
symbols of fog, hands, light and shadow and city and countryside match the action in Bleak House immediately
suggests ways in which pupils might track language against action as they read. At the lower end of the price range for
class readers, the excellent and durable quality of the books presents agood investment at GBP4.99 RRP for
individual texts. -- Jane Campion English in UseKurzbeschreibungThe Old Curiosity Shop tells the story of Nell
Trent, abeautiful and virtuous young girl of "not quite fourteen." An orphan, she lives with her maternal grandfather
(whose name is never revealed) in his shop of odds and ends. Her grandfather loves her dearly, and Nell does not
complain, but she lives alonely existence with almost no friends her own age. Her only friend is Kit, an honest boy
employed at the shop, whom she is teaching to write. Secretly obsessed with ensuring that Nell does not die in poverty
as her parents did, her grandfather attempts to provide Nell with a good inheritance through gambling at cards. He
keeps his nocturnal games a secret, but borrows heavily from the evil Daniel Quilp, amalicious, grotesquely
deformed, hunchbacked dwarf moneylender. In the end, he gambles away what little money they have, and Quilp
seizes the opportunity to take possession of the shop and evict Nell and her grandfather. Her grandfather suffersa
breakdown that leaves him bereft of hiswits, and Nell takes him away to the Midlands of England, to live as beggars.



