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KurzbeschreibungThe Origin of Species is the magnum opus of natural scientist Charles Darwin. In the book Darwin 
presents the theory that populations evolve over the course of generations through the process of natural selection. The 
book goes on to present a body of evidence for the hypothesis that the diversity of life in this way arose by common 
descent through a branching pattern of evolution. Darwin had gathered much of his evidence for the book on the 
Beagle expedition in the 1830s to among other places the Galpagos Islands..deIt's hard to talk about The Origin of 
Species without making statements that seem overwrought and fulsome. But it's true: this is indeed one of the most 
important and influential books ever written, and it is one of the very few groundbreaking works of science that is 
truly readable. To a certain extent it suffers from the Hamlet problem--it's full of clichs! Or what are now clichs, but 
which Darwin was the first to pen. Natural selection, variation, the struggle for existence, survival of the fittest: it's all 
in here. Darwin's friend and "bulldog" T.H. Huxley said upon reading the Origin, "How extremely stupid of me not to 
have thought of that." Alfred Russel Wallace had thought of the same theory of evolution Darwin did, but it was 
Darwin who gathered the mass of supporting evidence--on domestic animals and plants, on variability, on sexual 
selection, on dispersal--that swept most scientists before it. It's hardly necessary to mention that the book is still 
controversial: Darwin's remark in his conclusion that "Light will be thrown on the origin of man and his history" is 
surely the pinnacle of British understatement. --Mary Ellen CurtinPressestimmenNext to the Bible no work has been 
quite as influential, in virtually every aspect of human thought, as The Origin of Species.Ashley MontaguDarwin was 
one of historys towering geniuses and ranks with the greatest heroes of mans intellectual progress.George Gaylord 
Simpson in The Meaning of EvolutionIt is clear that here is one of the most important contributions ever made to 
philosophic science; and it is at least behooving on scientists, in the light of the accumulation of evidence which the 
author has summoned in support of his theory, to reconsider the grounds on which their present doctrine of the origin 
of species is based.TheNew York TimesAmazingly, 150 years after the publication ofThe Origin of Species, Darwin's 
seminal work on the theory of evolution remains the authoritative tract on the subject.Library Journal 


