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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The End
of the JournalsVon Ein KundeAs in other volumes of the Merton Journals, the volume editor provides an introduction
and background for the text. In this case, the editor's introduction is weak in summarizing thisjournal and closing the
seven volumes - but the words of the journal invariably speak for themselves. The journals are ajoy to Mertonphiles.
Aswith the previous volume (Learning to Love), the text isa bit distressing. Merton is petty, catty about his fellow
monks, rarely reflective, and seemsto live the life of aBon Vivant - drinking wine and beer, picnicking, going out on
the town, etc. - not the usual vision of a cloistered contemplative monk of a"strict observance." At times, he appears to
be a perpetual college student. One can't help but wonder if he wrote and lived as he did just to prove to later readers
of hiswork that he was not a saint. One particular event in this volume seemsto be significant - even more than the
celebrated meetings with the Dali Llama. His reaction to the death of his Aunt Kit in aferry accident in New Zealand
reveals the loneliness of aman orphaned in his early teens, leaving the reader to wonder how much of a persona he put
up and how truly insecure he was. Asthe final volume progresses, it appears that Merton is just going through the
motions in keeping the journal. Some entries are casual or offhanded - his departure from Gethsemani, for example.
He also hints about not returning. One feels heisliving in adream or living adream. Heisletting go of his past. He
discusses getting his affairsin order with the Merton Trust at Bellarmine. He speaks of not having his papers (of which
he says there are plenty) "merely to rot or get lost in the monastic library." He wants his papers to be read and seems to
be planning for how people will view himin the future. A few final words on the Journals of Thomas Merton. It was
well worth reading the seven volumes and they are now a permanent part of my library. They covered the majority of
hislife asareligious, and a bit of the time before. The editing and preparation of the journals was very well done. The
volumes are meticulously indexed, agreat help to readers and scholars. The journals are unvarnished Merton. The text
bears careful word-by-word reading because flashes of brilliance and insight appear quite unannounced. Publication of
thejournalsisaliterary event, but not necessarily a spiritual event - his spiritual legacy has been distilled into his other
books. These will continue to be the medium by which most people will come to know Merton.

KurzbeschreibungWith the election of a new Abbot at the Abbey of Gethsemani, Merton enters a period of
unprecedented freedom, culminating in the opportunity to travel to California, Alaska, and finally the Far East
journeys that offer him new possibilities and causes for contemplation. In hislast days at the Abbey of Gethsemani,
Merton continues to follow the tumultuous events of the sixties, including the assassinations of Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Robert Kennedy. In Southeast Asia, he meets the Dalai Lama and other Buddhist and Catholic monks and
discovers arare and rewarding kinship with each. The final year isfull of excitement and great potential for Merton,
making his accidental death in Bangkok, at the age of fifth-three, all the more tragic..deThe Other Side of the
Mountain is the seventh and final volume of Thomas Merton's journals, covering the last two years of hislife. In this
book, Merton finally makes peace with his ambivalent relationship to the Church: his civil rights and anti-nuclear
work, hisinterest in Eastern spirituality, and hislove for Catholic orthodoxy coalesce into a mature voice that avoids
the frosty pieties to which he was often partial in his younger years. This volume takes itstitle from an entry made
during hisfinal travelsin India and the Far East. In this entry, he relates a dream about gazing at the mountain
Kanchenjunga: | heard a voice saying--or got the clear idea of: "There is another side to the mountain." ... Thereis
another side of Kanchenjunga and of every mountain--the side that has never been photographed and turned into
postcards. That is the only side worth seeing. The next month, Merton died from accidental electrocution in a hotel
room in Bangkok. --Michael Joseph GrossPressestimmen™Merton's real autobiography isin his personal journals.
They reveal an uncaged mind ceaselessly churned by contemporary events and culture...In the journals we find him
turning old answers into new questions.”-- "Newsweek"" The journals reveal a complex and abundantly human
man...We could ask for no better mentor and guide than Thomas Merton."-- " San Francisco

Chronicle"" Délightful...brilliant social, political, and personal commentaries."-- "New Y ork Times Book ""Merton's
incredible energy, creativity, intellectual verve, and fervent faith are all on display in this extraordinary book. "--
"spiritualityhealth.com"



