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Von Rebecca West 1892-1983 : The Return of the Soldier  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Return of the Soldier: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Bad 
editionVon Kathy MorganBad edition. Does not even have page numbers and letters are too small.It is therefore not 
usable for academic research.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A masterpieceVon Roz 
LevineThe Return of the Soldier is a very small book, less than 100 pages, set during the first World War, that will 
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stay with you for a long, long time. West writes about the relationship of three very different women, a wife, spinster 
cousin and old love, to each other and to the soldier sent home from the front with amnesia. This story is beautifully 
written and explores many themes, including classism, elitism, true love and hate. Each character is fully developed, 
each setting, vivid and though there is not a spare word in this book, it says so much. A book that should be read and 
discussed by everyone.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Novel for All TimesVon Daniel 
RobuckWhy aren't people reading this book? For a book written 80 years ago, you would think that Rebecca West had 
written this about a page of today's history. The time -- World War I -- is only a backdrop for West's look at how 
people respond to change. This is the best twist on an amnesia theme ever written, and its distaff point of view is a 
particularly original spin on a war story. At under 100 pages, you feel as though you have read 'War and Peace' by the 
end -- and, I might add, gotten more out of it! If West were alive today, she would be on Oprah.

KurzbeschreibungHardPress Classic Books Series.deIt would be a crime to give away even the barest outline of 
Rebecca West's apparently simple, always agonizing first novel. We shall say only that The Return of the Soldier 
concerns the title character and three very different women to whom he is linked in very different ways--by blood, by 
marriage, and by love. It is also an imaginative study (one drenched in realism) of intimacy and illusion, possession 
and a terrible, destructive snobbery. On one estate outside London, even as the Great War and familial loss are taking 
their toll, the inhabitants strive for a measured, outwardly exquisite existence. All must remain as it was while their 
Chris is at war: each person, each object in its proper place. "You probably know the beauty of that view," the narrator 
buttonholes us, looking out the nursery window: For when Chris rebuilt Baldry Court after his marriage, he handed it 
over to architects who had not so much the wild eye of the artist as the knowing wink of the manicurist, and between 
them they massaged the dear old place into matter for innumerable photos in the illustrated papers. But of late this 
universe unto itself cannot quite keep out an England altered by ambition and industry. Only a few miles away a "red 
suburban stain," Wealdstone, has somehow cropped up. And one day all is permanently altered--or, rather, revealed--
when a Wealdstone resident comes bearing news of Captain Baldry. Mrs. William Gray is clearly not of Chris's wife 
Kitty and his cousin Jenny's class, as Kitty in particular makes her aware. "Again her gray eyes brimmed," Jenny 
observes. "People are rude to one, she visibly said, but surely not nice people like this." How is it, then, that this 
dreary, "dingy" woman knows Chris and knows that something has happened to him? And how is it that Jenny soon 
comes to see her as someone "whose personality was sounding through her squalor like a beautiful voice singing in a 
darkened room"? In the remainder of this brief, perfect novel, a vanished (or repressed) past and its lost prospect of 
happiness comes to the fore. Rebecca West is best remembered for Black Lamb and Grey Falcon: A Journey Through 
Yugoslavia (1941), but she displays the same vision--and a similar degree of realism--in her charged 1916 novel. 
Many readers will passionately regret the book's last twist, even as they know it to be artistically as well as historically 
true. --Kerry Fried.comIt would be a crime to give away even the barest outline of Rebecca West's apparently simple, 
always agonizing first novel. We shall say only that The Return of the Soldier concerns the title character and three 
very different women to whom he is linked in very different ways--by blood, by marriage, and by love. It is also an 
imaginative study (one drenched in realism) of intimacy and illusion, possession and a terrible, destructive snobbery. 
On one estate outside London, even as the Great War and familial loss are taking their toll, the inhabitants strive for a 
measured, outwardly exquisite existence. All must remain as it was while their Chris is at war: each person, each 
object in its proper place. "You probably know the beauty of that view," the narrator buttonholes us, looking out the 
nursery window: For when Chris rebuilt Baldry Court after his marriage, he handed it over to architects who had not 
so much the wild eye of the artist as the knowing wink of the manicurist, and between them they massaged the dear 
old place into matter for innumerable photos in the illustrated papers. But of late this universe unto itself cannot quite 
keep out an England altered by ambition and industry. Only a few miles away a "red suburban stain," Wealdstone, has 
somehow cropped up. And one day all is permanently altered--or, rather, revealed--when a Wealdstone resident comes 
bearing news of Captain Baldry. Mrs. William Gray is clearly not of Chris's wife Kitty and his cousin Jenny's class, as 
Kitty in particular makes her aware. "Again her gray eyes brimmed," Jenny observes. "People are rude to one, she 
visibly said, but surely not nice people like this." How is it, then, that this dreary, "dingy" woman knows Chris and 
knows that something has happened to him? And how is it that Jenny soon comes to see her as someone "whose 
personality was sounding through her squalor like a beautiful voice singing in a darkened room"? In the remainder of 
this brief, perfect novel, a vanished (or repressed) past and its lost prospect of happiness comes to the fore. Rebecca 
West is best remembered for Black Lamb and Grey Falcon: A Journey Through Yugoslavia (1941), but she displays 
the same vision--and a similar degree of realism--in her charged 1916 novel. Many readers will passionately regret the 
book's last twist, even as they know it to be artistically as well as historically true. --Kerry Fried 


