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Von Alister E. McGrath : Theology: The Basics before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Theology: The Basics:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Theology for everyone...VVon FrKurt MessickAlister McGrath is an author | rely upon frequently for helping to teach
theology. He has a broad-based, ecumenical approach useful and accessible to Catholics and Protestants; firmly
grounded in the long history of Christendom and intellectual developments arising out of the early church forward,
there is much that Orthodox Christians would also find interesting and helpful. His works on Christian spirituality,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006F6AWQU

historical theology, and his excellent one-volume introduction to theology are constant references of mine.This
particular volume, produced by Blackwell (one of my favourite presses, particularly for theological works), is meant to
serve as both an introduction and survey of the basic themes of Christian theology. McGrath takes the Apostles' Creed,
one of the creeds of the early church that most every Christian agrees upon as a statement of some authority, asthe
overall framework for this text. In hisintroduction, McGrath explains the different methods of studying theology
(highlighting particular theologians, or tracing the history), and some of the disadvantages of working with those
methods. He explains the basis of following the Apostles' Creed to highlight ideas, which in turn draws in discussion
of particular theologians and theological schools, denominational differences as applicable, and the major source
elements of scripture, tradition, and reason.The Apostles Creed itself is rather short and basic - each line of the creed
focuses upon one aspect of the faith, and McGrath uses these lines as the topics for the chapters. Elaborating on these
basic themes, McGrath pullsin discussion and references from hiblical texts and images, major theologians from past
and present, and general trends in history. The development of the topicsis broadly drawn, proposing more questions
than answers throughout. The topics, drawn from the chapter headings, include:* Faith* God* Creation* Jesus*
Salvation* Trinity* Church* HeavenThose familiar with creedal statements will recognise the basic progression here.
Chapters are short and accessible without sacrificing information and support. Each chapter concludes with possible
discussion question.One of the interesting omissions in thistext is that there seems to be no actual recitation of the
Apostles Creed itself - one might expect thisto be in the introduction, or as the beginning of the first topics chapter on
faith, or indeed in the appendix. While it is true that many Christians will have thisin prayer books and other texts,
and indeed many will already know the text from memory, it is a surprising omission that could be easily corrected.
There are good glossary, index and biographical appendices at the end of the book.Thisisagood book for usein
church, Sunday school and bible study situations, particularly for liturgical churches whose congregations will be
readily familiar with the Apostles Creed.

KurzbeschreibungCompletely updated and expanded, this third edition from one of the world's leading theologians
introduces students to key theological issues, contextualizing them within the bible and the works of seminal
theologians. Introduces readers to key theological issues such as God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, faith, creation, salvation,
atonement, religious history, and heaven Thoroughly updated, with the addition of a new chapter on the Holy Spirit
Now includes images and more pedagogical features to engage the reader Each chapter offers an overview of an
important theme, presents relevant biblical passages, and summarizes the contribution of a major theologian Expands
the range of theological positions discussed within the book, especially those of contemporary and feminist

theol ogians Maintains the user-friendly structure of the previous edition, with the Apostle's Creed as a framework
Concludes with suggestions on how readers can take their study further Can be used alongside the new edition of
Theology: The Basic Readings for a complete overview of the field Pressestimmen”This is an excellent and extremely
helpful introduction to Christian theology. Believers of all familiarity with theology will find McGrath's explanations
helpful and clarifying. Thiswould be an excellent text for a sunday school or church bible study. | would even include
thisas atext for an introductory course in theology." (Jacob Sweeney's Blog, 16 December 2011)"McGrath's approach
is creedal and biblical. The chapters are lucid, engaging, and thought-provoking in so far asthey serve as gateways
into a complex (if not at times convoluted) field of study." (Religious Studies )" The publisher's blurb reports that the
first edition was 'an international best seller' ...It deserves this success. Students need such aclearly presented, sure-
footed account of the theological basics." (Theological Book )Rezension"What makes this book such an effective
introduction to the essential ingredients of the Christian faith isthe way in which Alister McGrath interweaves leading
theological ideas with the views of major theologians. The result is a compact but thorough volume that is sound,
useful, and remarkably appealing. Highly recommended as a basic text for both beginning and intermediate classesin
Christian theology." David Hein, Hood College Maryland "McGrath has successfully created a theology which is both
inviting to the beginning student and informing to the more advanced student. His approach often offers a unique
perspective on how to warmly introduce a student to complex discussions on theology. This book will be useful on
many levelsin the church and the academy as an introductory theology.” David Talley, Talbot School of Theology,
Biola University "At one point, Professor McGrath aptly describes this book as a handshake of welcome for those who
want to begin the study of Christian theology. Written in astyle that isfriendly, clear and accessible, it inducts the
novice into a masterly overview of the subject and into the lively, questioning conversation that it represents.” Jeremy
Worthen, South East Institute for Theological Education and University of Kent "This book is ecumenical in the best
sense of that word. McGrath appeals to the breadth and depth of the Church's witness in order to explain its faith, and
in so doing he has produced a superb guidebook for the study of theology. The book should engage students of all
stripes. It raises as many questions as it answers, and it provides the foundation for a deeper exploration of the
Church's common mind." Mark Weedman, Crossroads College "Theology: The Basics offers a masterful
simplification of the central themes, complex history, and creative giants of Christian thought. McGrath provides a



scholarly introduction to the discipline of Christian Theology that avoids partisanship without sacrificing profundity.”
Lonnie D. Kliever, Southern Methodist University



